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MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 


SYMPHONY IN 60 


is back! 


SYMPHONY IN 60 features beloved classical composers and pieces. 
We cant wait to share these symphonic masterworks and returning guest 
conductors with you. 


AFKHAM CONDUCTS SCHUMANN 
TUE MAR 29 7PM 
David Afkham, conductor 


David Afkham returns to Orchestra Hall to lead the Minnesota Orchestra 
in Richard Strauss' imaginative Don Juan, Anton Webern's expressive 
Passacaglia and Robert Schumann's romantic Fourth Symphony. 
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S@NDERGARD CONDUCTS LA MER 
WED APR 13 7PM 
Thomas Sgndergärd, conductor 


Thomas Søndergård conducts the Minnesota Orchestra in music that 
speaks of the sea, including Benjamin Britten's Four Sea Interludes and 
Claude Debussy's unfolding and enchanting La Mer. At the center of the 
program is Igor Stravinsky's powerful Symphony in Three Movements. 
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$20 TICKETS 
Use promo LAVENDER6O to redeem up to four for each concert. 


CONCERTS ENHANCEMENTS INCLUDE: 


Vly 


w © @ в 


Pre-concert One-hour Early start $5 Happy 
activity performance time Hour 


Your Evening Awaits 
minnesotaorchestra.org 612-371-5656 HOO #mnorch 


Anyone, including children, entering Orches will be required to show proof upon arrival of full COVID-19 vaccination or a negative COVID-19 PCR test. 
More information at minnesotaorchestra org/safety. All artists, programs, dates and prices subject to change. All seating subject to availability and may vary by 
performance; top price section excluded. Normal service charges apply. Available while supplies last and may not be combined with any other offer. Not valid on 
previous purchases. Tickets are non-exchangeable and non-refundable at discounted price. PHOTOS Afkham: Gisela Schenker; Søndergård: Martin Bubandt. 


< SUBARU 


-2022 Subaru Outback , 
-Go Where Love Takes You 


The 2022 Subaru Outback. The 2022 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it's engineered to last, with 96% of 
Outback vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda or Toyota brands.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2020 as of December 2020. 


uthep | Bloor Bloomington 


Visit us at our new location! 


500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


NOW ON VIE 
Discover what rece! 
the MNHS art coll 
say =: Minnesota's 
placesfand history: \ 


c mrhs.org/artspäa k 


Mh cse 0C2001050 


M Mpls: 612-424-5179 
St Paul: 651-237-5274 


Ask about; 
n GUSIry, 
= Siding - Windows 
Roof Repair . Gutters 
FREE Hail Damage 
Assessment 
Storm Damage Restoration 
Specializing in 
Insurance Claims 


p^ he d 


MILLENNIUM 
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lawyers you know. 


Custody & Parenting Time « Child Support 
Dissolution + Spousal Maintenance 
Complex Valuation + Domestic Partnership 
Adoption + Third Party Custody + Appeals 


612.339.7121 www.bestlaw.com 


BEST & FLANAGAN 


Thomas Nguyen 


Branch Manager 


LENDSMART 


100 Bridgepoint Dr. Suite 190 М.О ТОС А С Е 


South St. Paul, MN 55075 LONMLS #372991, LSM NMLS #4474 


DIRECT: 612-222-1333 
OFFICE:651-330-1653 
FAX: 612-465-3235 


Be Smart. 
Choose LendSmart. 


a 


tnguyen@LendSmartMortgage.com 
www.lendsmartmortgage.com 


NMLS #372991 


REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 
- = 


4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #8С378021 


www.houseliftinc.com 
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week one: 
Chitra Vairavan 
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MAR 12-13 
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estream Tickets Available | $2! 


o these exciting shows — and more! — 
er.org/tickets, or simply scan this 


WILD.COM/THEMEPACKS 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 7 


OUR LAVENDER | FROM THE EDITOR 


Let Me Introduce Myself... 


BY RANDY STERN 


It is my great honor to introduce myself as 
the new Managing Editor of Lavender Maga- 
zine. 

You may have read my work over the past 
11 years on here. My automotive, transporta- 
tion, and travel columns were written for you. 
No matter what you took away from my col- 
umns, I hope you enjoyed them on these pages. 

However, the opportunity came to take a 
greater role in leading this magazine. That is a 
responsibility I take seriously. This community 
is something I felt in kinship with. It continues 
to thrive on various different levels. 

What about me? My first media job was at a 
small Bear/Leather website out of Chicago as 
their Managing Editor. That was 21 years ago. 
Without diving deep into my resume, I have 
been an automotive journalist and content cre- 
ator for the last 11 years - including writing the 
same subject matter for this magazine. 

You probably guess that I am not a native 
Minnesotan. Although, I have been a resident 
of this state since 2004. If you were wondering, 


I was born in Southern California — Encino, 
to be exact. Legally, the City of Los Angeles. 
Again, I will not take you on my life's journey 
recounting everywhere I've roamed. I'd rather 
not bore you with that. 

At this point, I cannot divulge too much 
what Lavender will look like under my editorial 
leadership. For the most part, it will stay the 
course content-wise — sticking with per-issue 
themes, a big annual Pride issue, and so forth. 

However, I see opportunities that should 
enhance the magazine's reach and continue 
to serve ALL communities — including BIPOC, 
Transgender, LGBTQ Youth and younger gen- 
erations, everybody within and outside the 
LGBTQ spectrum, communities outstate and 
across state lines! I want this magazine to em- 
brace all ages, races, ethnicities, nationalities, 
gender identities, sexual orientations, econom- 
ic status', and so forth. 

This magazine is emboldened with a great 
staff as diverse as our community. We are sto- 
rytellers, journalists, reviewers, patrons, and 


so forth. We're probably next door to you. You 
might see us out there talking to you wherever 
we roam. 

This magazine always starts with a con- 
versation. That's where most stories on these 
pages start. Let's have one soon! Let us tell 
your story! 

Rest assured, you will continue to see my 
byline elsewhere on these pages. I am already 
committed to several stories for future issues. 
However, I will be taking on more subject mat- 
ter in future issues. 

My call to action is with you. Please con- 
tinue to read this magazine. Patronize our ad- 
vertisers. If you like something that interests 
you, pursue it! 

Since this is our Love and Marriage issue, 
thank you for showing us what love looks 
like today! We have some wonderful couples 
featured in these pages. Plus, there are some 
great ideas to make your special day the best 
day ever! Even if it's your first date! 

In other words, let's get ready to гип! в 


Tell us Lavender sent you, 
and get two keys made on us“ 


*car keys not included 


LUMBER & MILLWORK 


NE Minneapolis • Since 1933 


612-781-3333 • siweklumber.com • 2536 Marshall Street NE Minneapolis • Monday-Friday: 7am-5pm Saturday: 8am-4pm 


Follow us on 


Lavender Magazine Staying Ju 10 
‘Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) 


шоа 


Lavender Magazine Slavrna9 - Jul 10 


More and more people are traveling with pets, and @commonshotel is. 


ahead of the curve on this опе. ovily/Ps0Xi (by @ShLueck) 


Lavender Magazine :isvme - Jul 10 

It's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hof 

spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by SJoyEstelle) 
1 
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TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
loyee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


em 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 
Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 
organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 
self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


How Is It That... 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


“The things Isaw beggar description... The visual 
evidence and the verbal testimony of starvation, 
cruelty and bestiality were so overpowering as to 
leave me a bit sick... made the visit deliberately, in 
order to be in a position to give first-hand evidence 
of these things if ever, in the future, there develops 
a tendency to charge these allegations merely to 
“propaganda.” D. Eisenhower, 12 April, 1945 

Thus did Dwight D. Eisenhower, then 
Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in 
Europe, following a tour of Ohrdruf prison 
camp with Generals George S. Patton and Omar 
Bradley, cable General George C. Marshall, head 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staffs in Washington, D.C. 

Eisenhower cabled again April 19, requesting 
Marshall to bring members of Congress and 
journalists to the camps to bear witness to the 
atrocities and to convey their on-site observations 
to the American public. 

Buchenwald, of which Ohrdruf was a 
subcamp, was liberated a week later by US 
soldiers who went on to liberate Dora-Mittelbau 
(11 April), Flossenbiirg (April 23), Dachau (April 
29), and Mauthausen (May 5). 

Soviet troops preceded the Americans, 
reaching Majdanek, near Lublin, Poland, in July 
1944, later liberating Auschwitz, the largest 


A THRIVENT м 


FINANCIAL’ 


Robb Clasen 


Financial Associate 


Financial coaching & 
guidance focused 
on individual and 
companies’ goals 
and values. 


763-146-3131 


robb.clasen@thrivent.com 


killing center, in January 1945, then moving on to 
camps in the Baltic states, Poland, and Germany. 
The British, in April-May, 1945, cleared yet more, 
including Bergen-Belsen and Neuengamme. At 
Ike’s summons, US observers arrived; they saw 
the unimaginable, they bore witness. 

Others recorded on film, in ghastly detail, 
hoping to instruct and warn future generations. 
The U.S. Signal Corps photographed, the 
U.S. Army distributed an illustrated pamphlet 
throughout Germany that “ordinary citizens” 
might see, Wilhelm Brasse, Polish professional 
photographer and Auschwitz prisoner took 
thousands of images, as did the intrepid 
American, Margaret Bourke-White. 

General, later President, Eisenhower would 
not then likely envision future Americans 
insisting, “Море, it was never that bad," or worse, 
“Tt never happened." Misinformation and lies are 
abroad today, denying the Holocaust and other 
evils. 

The massacre of twenty first-graders and 
six adults in Newtown, CT, spawned outlandish 
conspiracy theories and outright lies. The most 
vocal of the pack has been Alex Jones, who over 
the past decade insisted the massacre simply 
didn't happen, that the "victims" and "families" 


SBT + ALLIED В 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


EN 


Davina M. Baldwin 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


were actors in a government scheme. 

Jones, of Infowars, peddles fear, hatred, and 
lucrative supplementals-'Super Male Vitality" 
(a testosterone booster); “Brain Force Plus" 
(supercharges cognitive function)- which rake 
in tens of millions annually. America has always 
been home to liars and hucksters, swindlers and 
snake oil salesmen, who in a growing country 
with sparse lines of communication could live 
comfortably-if they knew when to hit the road. 
Con artist Harold Hill offers a sunny side of this 
dark profession in the beloved, five-Tony- Award- 
winning show, The Music Man. 

But how, to return to my title question, in this 
info-riddled country of today, can one not take 
a moment to Google any questionable subject? 
How can one not think, "Twenty child actors 
"playing dead?" or not consider, "How many 
victims could have been held in just a few camps?" 
without checking to learn there were well over a 
thousand. More knowledge at our fingertips than 
in all of human history, yet many don't deign to 
question. 

"You can sway a thousand men by appealing 
to their prejudices quicker than you can convince 
one man by logic," wrote author Robert A. 
Heinlein. Was he correct? # 


OUR | EAT THE MENU 


Creekside Supper Club 


Your Relish Tray Is Shrimp Cocktailing 
My Old Fashioned 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS COURTESY OF CREEKSIDE SUPPER CLUB 


Creekside is one of those beloved vintage 
supper clubs that populate small-town 
Wisconsin—except this one resides in South 
Minneapolis, where it debuted on Chicago 
Avenue way back in 2021. And—let's be clear 
about one thing, from the start of this story—I 
love it. I love it because it feels authentic, 
paying homage to the art form without slipping 
into a wink-wink parody. 

Let's start with the décor (a word, however, 
not regularly on the tongue of any founder of 
such an enterprise). Creekside hits all the right 
buttons, from knotty-pine walls affixed with 
a mishmash of memorabilia (and a plate rail, 
of course) to its Port-colored carpet. (Usually 
when renovating a building to open a club, 
one removes the ratty carpet. This time, they 
installed one.) 

Captains' chairs on casters are upholstered 

in classic, brass-studded burgundy. Tables 
are laid with those dive-bar red hurricane 
candleholders and water glasses that look like 
they came from a long-closed lunch counter. 
e only thing lacking, I said to my companion 
on our way out, is a cigarette machine. 
Then we spotted it. (Chesterfields, anyone?) 
What makes a supper club a supper club? 
e ambience. The menu. The drinks. We 
each ordered an Old Fashioned, as any 
Wisconsonite over a certain age is wont to 
o. Choose the state's iconic brandy version, 
or cheat a little—we did—and go with the 
Maker's Mark alternative. Gimlets, Gibsons, 
and Whiskey Sours are listed too. And if you're 
into Nostalgia (it merits its own section of the 
Drinks menu), a glass of Mogen David red 
costs only $5—but that may be carrying a 
retreat to the Forties a little too far. 

The appetizer list (58-16) gambols from 
shrimp cocktail to onion rings to popovers, but 
hold on: Even before you order, your classic 
supper club appetizer arrives, compliments of 
the house. It's—natch—a relish tray bouncing 
with crisp veggies and a sour cream dip. (But 
where are those saltines in cellophane?) Then 
choose soup or salad as the included starter 
for your entrée. The kitchen's roasted-corn 
and potato chowder hit the spot—thick and 
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comforting—while the perky house salad 
proved bounteous. If you choose the “French” 
dressing (what else? Olive oil had yet to leave 
Italy), it's....orange. Ask for a mix-in side of 
blue cheese to prove you're in the know. 

Or perhaps you prefer the reliable Iceberg 
wedge? Go for it. Or you could order the 
cottage cheese. (Did anybody, ever?) 


(ге 


UPPER CLUB f LOUNGE 


Then onto the Steaks & Chops, ranging from 
sirloin ($26) to ribeye ($39), from bone-in pork 
chops ($26) to prime rib, my choice (a Queen 
cut for $28): half an inch thick, shorn of excess 
fat, and cooked medium-rare as requested. My 
friend’s eye wandered to the seafood side of 
the list: $17 for a fish fry, $36 for crab-stuffed 
walleye with lemon beurre blanc and carrot 


Continue on page 12 


Lavender Magazine 
is online and on the 
iSSUU app! 


Read us on 


ISSUU 


Uptown: 


Lagoon/Girard 
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and almond salad—which sounds both yummy 
and not at home in a place with knotty pine 
paneling. Instead—authenticity prevails!—he 
chose the beer-battered fried shrimp ($24), 
an overflowing stack of pleasingly plump and 
sweet-tasting critters lightly dressed in batter 
voluminous as a Minnesotan's winter jacket. 

Entrees come with one’s choice of side, and I 
chose the au gratins. The sizzling cubes of potato 
came crowned with the promised cheese (but 
not much of it), while my friend’s hashed browns 
proved winsomely grease-free and delicious. 

Dessert? Our lovely server recited a few 
choices, but we did what every diner around 
us did—summoned Brandy Alexanders ($8). 
They came in a huge ice-cream-soda glass: 
Fine with me! Or choose a Grasshopper or 
Golden Cadillac. 

Those were the days, my friend; we thought 
they'd never end.... And they didn’t. They're 
alive and well as Creekside, praise be. It's like 
coming in from the cold. 1 


Creekside Supper Club 
4820 Chicago Ave. 
612-354-3675 
www.Creeksidemn.com 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul 
651-698-0334 fax: 651-699-2303 


In by 10, there by noon. 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


‘AMERICAN FAMILY A ^ 


е 


All your protection under one root” 
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Sumer Camp Cook/Head Cook 


One Heartland is looking for 
Cooks and a Head Cook to 
join our team this summer 

providing life changing camp 

experiences for young 

people. One Heartland has 2 

main programs including 

Camp True Colors the largest 

camp for LGBTQ+ youth and 

Camp Heartland the largest 
camp for youth affected by 
HIV/AIDS. Pay is $15-20 per 

hour, or a comparable 
weekly rate with room and 
board provided for 
candidates interested in 
living in on-site housing for 
the summer. 


Apply online at 


www.oneheartland.org 


EQUALITY. 
ALWAYS. 


At Hyatt we care for people so they can be their best, that 
starts with building a culture that recognizes and appreciates 
the diversity of our guests and colleagues. 


We are proud to consistently be named to Human Rights 
Campaign "Best Places to Work for LGBT Equality" as a result 
of Hyatt's 10096 ranking on HRC's Corporate Equality Index. 


Exclusively for Lavender readers, enjoy 2596 off on overnight 
stays using corporate code 133843. 


For reservations, weddings and events, visit 
hyattregencyminneapolis.com 


HYATT REGENCY MINNEAPOLIS 
1300 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 


s aretrademarks of Hyatt Corporation or its affiliates 


OUR SCENE | COVER FEATURE 


Love and Marriage with 
Mike Augustyniak and 


Eric Henderson 


BY CONLAN CARTER | PHOTO BY ERIC MUELLER 


Like many modern married couples (one in 
ten, to be precise), Mike Augustyniak and Eric 
Henderson met at work. Specifically, on Mike's 
first day in the WCCO Minneapolis office. He 
was visiting WCCO to interview for the then- 
vacant Director of Meteorology position. "It 
was kind of like an instant crush on my part," 
Eric admits with a short laugh “I saw [Mike] 
enter the room, and I thought ‘well, I hope they 
hire him.” 

Years later, the two would transition from 
coworkers to friends to husbands, but for their 
first actual introduction, Eric (then a WCCO 
Web Producer, now Web Content Manager) 
wanted to make the moment really last. As a 
new hire, Mike needed his photo and bio taken 
for the WCCO website, and, coincidentally, Eric 
was the photographer. What would normally 
be a quick, five-minute process transformed 
into the couple's first official meet-cute, slyly 
orchestrated by Eric: “I took him to probably, 
I don’t know, a dozen different places in the 
building with different backgrounds. I just 
tried to make it last as long as I could.” 

Despite Eric’s efforts, however, the flirtatious 
elements were somewhat lost on Mike. “There’s 
a history here of me-I'm such a literal person,” 
Mike explains, “and such a science mind that 
unless you hit me over the head with something, 
I'm probably not going to understand the subtext 
of it.” As the new Director of Meteorology, he 
had other things on his mind, and making a 
good professional impression was one of them. 
But what's clear about this meeting was that the 
two of them could not only work well together, 
they could have fun while doing it. *I remember 
specifically . . . we were both goofing around 
where I was, like, lying on a couch doing one 
of these things," Mike tosses his forearm to his 
head as if he were about to faint as he describes 
the extended photoshoot. 

Like many recently-married | couples, 
Mike and Eric were faced with the inevitable 
decision of what to do with their wedding 
plans when the pandemic struck. While the 
original plan involved multiple receptions- 
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one in New York and one in Minneapolis-the 
rearranging of which would be a standard 


wedding planning headache, one of the 
more manageable elements was the wedding 
ceremony itself. “The wedding was always 
going to be a small, family affair, the actual 
ceremony,” Mike clarifies, “the only thing that 
changed because of COVID was the location of 
that.” What was originally planned as a week 
at Martha’s Vineyard (a favorite vacation haunt 
from Mike’s New York social circle) became a 
Thursday wedding in Minneapolis’ Gold Medal 
Park, a much more public venue that came with 
its own perks. 

"It was fun to sort of tip off our own 
wedding crashers," Eric reminisces about the 
added benefit of placing the small ceremony 
in a centralized location, "to let them know, 
*Hey, [you may not be] officially invited to the 


wedding, but if you happen to be in the park 
between these two times, you might see us 
get married there." Those of us reading who 
have attended a wedding in a public park (or 
any outdoor wedding) before know that there's 
always some small element of chaos when 
planning a wedding open to the, well, elements. 

Luckily for Eric and Mike, a handful of 
picnicking park-goers got the hint from the 
official-seeming wedding photographers and 
graciously scooted over, but not before causing 
some confusion for the arriving wedding party. 
*We didn't reserve [the park]" Mike begins to 
describe his rising stress upon arriving at the 
venue, "I was pissed because it was a Thursday 
night and we're walking to the top of the hill, 
and I'm like ‘is somebody else having a wedding 
on a Thursday night? I am not a bridezilla, but 
my mind went to the worst possible place." 


What Mike assumed was another wedding 
party was a mix between park-goers and their 
own wedding photographers, and once the 
ceremony started, everything went according 
to plan (including a dinner at Spoon and 
Stable-a restaurant also listed as a favorite on 
Mike's WCCO bio page). 

One relocated ceremony and two receptions 
later, Eric and Mike have a few pieces of 
advice for couples looking to plan a wedding 
with a global pandemic in mind. "If you can 
be psychic," Eric jokes, “and know that your 
biggest reception in Minneapolis just happens 
to fall after the vaccinations have taken hold 
and we all think we're going to be out of the 
COVID pandemic . . . that's what you need to 
do." 

But as a piece of advice, there's some truth 
to this: thinking about the last couple years of 
the pandemic, timing (and the willingness to 
be flexible with the timing) of wedding-related 
events seems to be key to success. And to 
those of us who sweat at the idea of planning 
two receptions, let alone ones that aren't all on 
the same day or venue as the ceremony itself, 
Mike's advice is to "split it up, so you don't 
cram all of the exciting, fun, stressful parts 
into one, 24-hour period." Because if you only 
get one wedding, according to Mike, "Why 


would you not want to spread out the love and 
the enjoyment and give yourself a little bit of 
breathing room?" 

When asked about if life as newlyweds has 
changed their relationship, Mike and Eric had 
an immediate answer: 

Lavender Magazine: Do things feel 
different from when you started dating? 

Eric: (Laughs) No. 

Mike: No. I'll lean to the fact that we're, uh, 
*gay old." (Laughs) 

Eric: We're old old now. 

Mike: When you get married in your 
early forties, I think most people have a much 
better sense of who they are and what they're 
interested in than-certainly I can speak for 
myself-than I did when I was in my twenties. 
So, no, I mean, now we're getting to the good 
part of the relationship where we do just get to 
siton the couch together and watch Netflix and 
call that a fun night. 

Eric: Some of our coworkers who maybe 
without knowing, knew that we should 
probably should end up together. They used to 
refer to us as an old married couple, even when 
we were friends. 

Dating as coworkers, too, has proven to 
be its own challenge for Mike and Eric, who 
describe the experience as “complicated” when 


it comes to managing your partner's stress 
abouta workplace and coworkers that you both 
share. Additional advice for those considering 
an office romance is being “work friends first" 
and trying your best to make sure, when having 
important conversations, to “make sure your 
home life and your work life are two separate 
Zones as much as possible." 

And on the subject of relationship advice, 
sans-work dramas, Eric and Mike have a few 
takeaways for newer couples. "The money and 
time Гуе spent with a therapist has probably 
been the number one factor in getting me to a 
point where I am a good partner," Mike says, 
naming his key to relationship success as a 
self-described Type-A person, “to understand 
where other people are coming from, both in 
relationships at work, but also relationships of 
the heart." 

For Eric, 
straightforward. "Know when to let your 
partner choose the music," he mentions, while 
Mike laughs knowingly, “sometimes you just 
need to know when the other person needs to 
be in their happy space." (Speaking from this 
writer's personal experience, Bjórk can be a 
polarizing music fave in certain gay circles, and 
this relationship is no different.) # 
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OUR SCENE | WEDDING FEATURE 


Backyard Wedding Sites 


From Gardens to Glass Houses 


BY E.R. SHAFFER | PHOTOS COURTESY OF CAROLYN GERMAINE AND LOUISE NYQUIST 


When two people decide to embark on 
a new life together, there's always cause for 
celebration. While media (both past and pres- 
ent) feeds us the idea of a grand wedding fit 
for royalty, the realities of hosting and paying 
for these kinds of events gives many couples 
pause. People want a day they will always re- 
member, a day they set aside to celebrate their 
love with their family and friends—not neces- 
sarily one that'll put them thousands of dollars 
in debt. Enter the micro-wedding (also called 
a mini-mony), a new craze that helps couples 
find the balance between the elegant and the 
economical. 

"We're not trying to be a small traditional 
venue," says Carolyn Germaine, Co-Founder of 
Backyard Wedding Sites, along with Louise Ny- 
quist. "We're not talking about repeating all the 
pieces of a big wedding. We're just going to do 
a ceremony—you might have champagne and 
cake afterward or you might bring in a caterer, 
if you have 40 people or more." The official 
standard for a micro-wedding is less than 50 
people and gives the couple much more flex- 
ibility with the itinerary. 

Think of BWS as a sort of Airbnb for pri- 
vate wedding venues, a service that connects 
like-minded couples with a site that fits their 
personalities, vision and budget. It started 
in 2019, when an engaged Germaine started 
looking for a private garden where they could 
throw a small wedding ceremony. She didn't 
want something overly traditional, but was still 
hoping for something more special and pri- 
vate than a public park. She figured somebody 
must've conceptualized this already, and that 
it'd be as simple as a Google search. 

“I thought that list has to exist!” Germaine 
says. "And so I'm looking all over for it and, lo 
and behold, it doesn't exist." Fast forward: it's 
after the wedding, and she's contemplating this 
conundrum: How can couples seeking a non- 
traditional local wedding venues browse them 
on a user-friendly interface? Why doesn't this 
exist? And why couldn't she be the one to cre- 
ate it? While putting some feelers out to local 
gardeners, she met Louise Nyquist, who was 
immediately on board. 

"There are people who are disenfranchised 
that need a place," Nyquist explains. "That's 
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what we really wanted to rise to, is offer more 
places for smaller venues, for a smaller [car- 
bon] footprint. So, people could really enjoy 
their company, the people that mean most to 
them." 

For these two women, that environmental 
aspect is key. 

According to Kate Harrison's The Green 
Bride Guide: How to Create an Earth-Friendly 
Wedding on Any Budget, the average nuptials 


creates about 400 pounds of garbage and 63 
tons of CO2. When you consider that approxi- 
mately 2.5 million weddings take place every 
year in the U.S., those numbers reach astro- 
nomical proportions. As longtime environmen- 
tal advocates, Germaine and Nyquist wanted to 
create a company that did its part to decrease 
those impacts. And so BWS was born, which 
offers both green and Covid-conscious wed- 
ding experiences. 


"There are people who are going to want 
larger weddings, medium-sized weddings and 
smaller weddings, Carolyn concedes. "We 
just recognize that we're filling a void between 
public weddings and traditional venues." 

The world and its goods and services are 
changing. For those of us looking for more 
unique, fun and oft-budget-friendly lodgings, 
we have services like Airbnb and Hipcamp. 
Same goes for BWS, which caters to the cre- 
ative and environmentally conscious set. Not to 
mention those non-traditional couples looking 
for a totally inclusive venue: "We embrace wed- 
dings of all race, religion and sexual orienta- 
tion,” adds Germaine. H 
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OUR SCENE | RELATIONSHIP FEATURE 


Real Couples 


BY LINDA RAINES 


Nikki & Whitney 
Graf 


When and how'd you meet? 

We met playing football for the Minnesota Vixen. Nikki was a linebacker 
and Whitney was a defensive back. For the longest time we didn't know each 
other existed, and the times we did get a chance to talk it was so awkward! 
One time (Nikki) I had bronchitis and my throat was killing me, and Whitney 
was trying so hard to hold a conversation with me. Another time, Nikki was 
trying to talk to me and she was so nervous and the only thing she could talk 
about was grapes. She just went on and on about how much she liked them.. 
Itwas adorable but excruciating for both of us. Eventually, our paths crossed 
correctly and so did the conversation. 

What do you love most about your partner? 

Whitney: Nikki is the kindest, most giving person I have ever met. She 
is always doing so much for me, our family, and our community. She also is 
the easiest person to get along with. 

Nikki: Oh gosh, this question is so hard because there are so many 
things! If I could pick one thing it is my wife's authenticity. I have never met 
a person who is 1000% herself in all situations. She comes in every room as 
a kind, caring, and calming person. When she isn't doing that, then she is 
weird, hilarious, and curious. She takes her space confidently and it's one 
of the most beautiful things I have ever seen (and quite frankly, try to learn 
from). 


What's one quirk you've had to get used to? 

Whitney: I'm not sure if this is a quirk, but her bubbly, outgoing, 
fearless nature is something I definitely had to get used to. I tend to be more 
reserved and introverted, and she is the exact opposite. Because of this, she 
is ALWAYS getting us to do things I would never actively do without her 
(like this interview ?). She has really helped me out of my comfort zone and 
given me so many experiences I wouldn't have had on my own. 

Nikki: Oh this one is fun! My wife has a really great internal dialogue. So 
much so that, in the middle of chatting with herself she will offer to include 
me. It is really common for her to be deep in thought and then look at me 
and say, "don't you agree?" or “what do you think?". Sometimes I can guess 
what might have been going on her mind, but often I can only respond with 
a blank stare. 

Read more online at LavenderMagazine.com 


Jacob Yates & 
Audie Howe 


When and how'd you meet? 

Jake: We met online when Audie said "Hi" and talked online for 
weeks before we met in person at the Pride Parade in Minneapolis in 
June of 2011. 

Audie: June 2011. We met the old-fashioned way.....online. I just had 
to say "Hello" and that's all it took. 

What do you love most about your partner? 

Jake: How thoughtful and generous he is. Audie always has me at the 
forefront of his thinking and will do anything for me. 

Audie: I love that Jake's a dreamer. He has always dreamed BIG in 
his life. 

What's one quirk you've had to get used to? 

Jake: His lack of filter. Audie says what's on his mind no matter what, 
which is probably a good thing, but something I'm not good at and don't 
always deal with well. 

Audie: His lack of patience! 

Read more online at LavenderMagazine.com 
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Jordan Tyler Greenslit & 


Kamaree Williams 


When and how did you meet? 

We met on October 17th 2016 at what used to be called The 
Townhouse Bar, which now is called The Black Hart in St. Paul, MN. My 
good friend Tyler T. Love talked me into doing a amateur contest that 
evening at the very last second. Once we arrived, we took our drag bags 
downstairs and into the dressing room. Once we turned the corner to get 
into the room, I saw this young and beautiful queen sitting and painting 
in this room all by herself. I remember instantly I was nervous and my 
shy side kicked in. Tyler and I walked in and sat our bags down while 
Tyler and Kamaree were saying hello. Without a second to breathe after 
saying hi, Kamaree turns, looks at me and says "who's your friend?’ We 
introduced ourselves and her next question was "when are you taking 
me out on a date?" As the night progressed we talked, we laughed, we 
flirted. I even won that night's competition. We took our first selfie that 
night and I captioned it *Future Wife" . 

What do you love most about your partner? 

То pick one thing is extremely hard! Her answer to this question 
however is that I helped give her the gift of motherhood. 

What's one quirk you've had to get used to? 

The fact that I can never scare her or pull a prank. I think I scared her 
one time and she almost knocked me out from her reflex! The thing she 
had to get used to with me is my sensitivity. She at times has a harder 
exterior and with time and my emotions, it has softened her. 

Read more online at LavenderMagazine.com 
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Anthony Cook à 
Christopher Kohler 


When and how'd you meet? 

Anthony & Christopher: We originally met online around 2006. 
There was a spark and connection but the timing wasn't quite right. Fate 
brought us back together in 2010 when we found ourselves working 
out at the same gym. Shared physical activity interests, morphed into 
a friendship, which blossomed into romance, and transitioned into love. 
We married on May 26, 2018. 

What do you love most about your partner? 

Anthony: His energy and zest for life. He lives in the space of 
gratitude. He's courageous. He laughs generously. He loves his family 
fiercely. Life doesn't feel quite as heavy with my husband by my side 
supporting, encouraging, and occasionally carrying me. 

Christopher: My husband is the most thoughtful, caring, kind, 
compassionate human being that I never imagined could exist in real life. 

What's one quirk you've had to get used to? 

Anthony: He sleeps with a full size body pillow and the blankets 
tucked under his chin. It's like having another person in the bed! 
Invariably, they both end up in the middle of the bed during the night 
with all of the blankets. 

Christopher: His meticulousness and attention to detail. It came to a 
head over the folding of his t-shirts. I discovered he was re-folding all of 
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his t-shirts after I finished folding them because he likes them folded a 
specific way. Crisp lines, wrinkle-free, sleeves folded in from left to right, 
finished off with a perfect square so they can be neatly stacked. 

Read more online at LavenderMagazine.com 


25 Years. 
250,000+ Grads. 


The pioneer in online higher education. 


At WGU, our focus has 3 
always been on student ex 
кзы TR = 
success. That's why you 

can complete courses online, 
anytime—at your own расе. 

And use your experience 

fo graduate faster. 


Learn more at wgu.edu 


Lifetime 
No Crack 


Guarantee. 


CONCRETE WORKS 


SINCE 1930 


612-861-4243 


HageConcrete.com 


Personal Toys: Lingerie 
Lubricants - Novelties - and more! 


Woman and Locally Owned for 42 Years! 


Local pick up and ordering: 
MYFANTASYGIFTS.COM 4 


Online only: 
FANTASYGIFTSMN.COM 


Fantasy 


77 


тт pe 
т 7 PRIDERE 


INSTITUTE 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit АП 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 
Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 


HIRING NOW 


Licensed Mental Health Therapist 


Compliance and Performance Improvement 
Specialist 


Chemical Dependency Technician 
Registered Nurse 


Visit jobs.uhsinc.com/pride-institute/ jobs to learn more! 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 21 


OUR | RELATIONSHIP FEATURE 


Ryan & Paul McEnaney-Rodriguez 


When and how'd you meet? 

We met at an outdoor brewery festival 5 years ago, each attending 
with our own respective friends. We stayed in contact and, after a couple 
of months, decided to go on our first official date. From that day forward, 
we were inseparable and have now been married for 5 months. 

What do you love most about your partner? 

Ryan: Paul inspires me to live life to the fullest, to step back from 
work and embrace what really matters: time with family and friends. He 
is kind, thoughtful, sweet, and a “rock” that so many rely on. 

Paul: I love Ryan's drive and motivation when it comes to almost 
anything. He works hard and helps push me to become better. Also, he's 
a really good cook. 

What's one quirk you've had to get used to? 

Ryan: I'm a night owl and Paul's a morning person, so adjusting to 
him waking up at 5:30 am every day and me tiptoeing to bed late each 
night has been a change. 

Paul: We're both quite musical people, but a funny quirk is when 
Ryan's singing in the car or at home and just makes up random lyrics 
to songs. 

Read more online at LavenderMagazine.com 
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Janine Vesper à 
Kendra Curry 


When and how'd you meet? 

Janine: We first met in 1996? We worked for the same company and 
Kendra was on vacation with friends in Honolulu, where I worked. I was 
asked by a mutual co-worker to meet them for dinner. The whole group 
was great, but looking back, I feel like Kendra and I bonded in a different 
way, you know that energy. I think I thought I was just having a girl crush 
опа straight woman at the time. Fast forward to 1998, our paths crossed 
again through work in the MN and WI. We started dating, moved in 
together (in the stereo-typical lesbian tradition) We were married in in 
2015. 

Kendra: In 1996?...when my boss learned I was going to Hawaii for 
vacation with friends she told me I had to meet Janine. She was an in- 
credible leader and fun person running a store and living on the island 
and I should let her know we were coming. Janine ended up hanging 
with us most anytime she wasn't working. I can't remember a vacation 
with more laughter, activities, and excitement! Several years later she 
ended up being my district manager and within about a year I worked up 
the courage to tell her I had feelings for her...and luckily, she acknowl- 
edged the same. I relatively quickly found a new company and role and 
moved to the Twin Cities...and we've been together since. 

What do you love most about your partner? 

Janine: The initial attraction was her bright energy and “anything is 
possible" way about her. Over the years, that still rings true, but through 
our evolution as a couple, I love what I have learned of the complexities 
in her nature. All dimensions, some of which are not all "bright and 
shiny," that it took me time to understand and value. And love that she 
willing shares all of that with me. 

Kendra: I love that Janine has an incredible sense of humor, a loud 
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laugh, a lightheartedness, as well as a drive to do good things at home, 
work, and through volunteering in our communities. And she is so caring 
and fierce in caretaker roles, most recently for her mom through strokes 
and dementia, and prior to that with me through cancer. 

What's one guirk you've had to get used to? 

Janine: We have VERY different purchasing habits. She loves, 
NEEDS, to research, contemplate, have choices on everything (big and 
small), so I have learned to be patient and let her process work through. 
In the beginning this would frustrate me...God, the time it would take 
to decide! But now I understand how it is going to happen and plan 
appropriately. I now ASK her to do the research! ? 

Kendra: She said in our wedding vows she would turn off lights 
when she leaves a room, let's just say she's still working on that. 

Read more online at LavenderMagazine.com I 
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Time After Time 


New Gild Jeweler Jen Bellefleur 
Makes New Love Old Again 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP | PHOTOS COURTESY OF JEN BELLEFLEUR 


“Thou shalt not’ is soon forgotten, but ‘Once upon a time’ lasts forever. 
— Philip Pullman 

The most told and re-told love stories—rescuer and rescued, curse 
and kiss, godless monster and fairy godmother—begin with a Once 
Upon a Time and end with Happily Ever After. The latter implies a re- 
lationship that will last... which might be best symbolized by something 
that's already lasted. 

"Fine jewelry contains the oldest substances you'll ever touch," notes 

Jen Bellefleur. "Diamonds were formed billions of years ago, as were 
precious metals." Bellefleur knows a thing or three about the topic-not 
because she's billions of years old and therefore witnessed the formation 
of diamonds firsthand but because she co-owns the artisan jewelry stu- 
dio, New Gild Jewelers in Minneapolis. There she plies her multi-faceted 
trade as an award-winning jeweler, designer, and artisan. Her skills are 
often focused on the forging of works meant to declare the most dedi- 
cated kind of love between exclusive couples. She continues: 
“For me, I think about the fact that diamonds were here be- 
fore the dinosaurs, and then saw the rise of those 
great beasts and their extinction, and 
carried on until we found and loved 
them today." 

This antediluvian character does 
not prevent the Here and the Now 
from holding some sway. “I strive to 
make commitment pieces as timeless in design as 
possible, but there are trends," Bellefleur reports. 
"Right now, rose gold and gemstone rings without 
diamonds are hot. Couples are wanting their experience 
around their rings to be as beautiful as the ring 
itself. Their love wasn't a cookie-cutter, rom- 
com kind of love....why should their rings be? 
Spoiler: they shouldn't." 

According to Bellefleur, New Gild Jewelry 
offers not just empathic expertise, but an en- 
tirely different way of thinking about such accou- 
terments. “Truly one-of-a-kind jewelry pieces like ours are 
tiny wearable works of art, whether they be inspired by a 
mosque or a flower or the Art Deco period," Bellefleur says. 
"Giving such a piece, or keeping it for yourself for that mat- 
ter, is a gesture that honors what has been made sacred by time 
and love." 

New Gild Jewelry is a one-stop shop, offering “one-of-a-kind jewelry 
for our gallery collections" for the less imaginative, "full-custom dia- 
mond and gemstone jewelry" for the more imaginative, along with an- 
tique renovation and jewelry repair. But love's lasting testimony remains 
Bellefleur's most abiding passion. *A well-designed commitment ring 
celebrates the individual, the union, and the preciousness of love itself," 
she insists. "I strive for that each and every time I sit down with clients." 
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Those téte-á-tétes are where the fancies of the 
client interact with the expertise of the jeweler. 

"Not every gemstone is suitable for commitment 
jewelry due to vast differences in durability," Belle- 
fleur prescribes. "Nothing is harder and more durable 

than a diamond, and second to that, sapphire. While we 

would love to make emerald and opal jewelry from an aes- 
thetic standpoint, we need to make these pieces durable for 
twenty-four/seven wear." 

This discernment makes plain that her profession isn't 
just a job to Bellefleur—it's a calling. “I've been an artist in 
the background of my life since I was a child," Bellefleur 
reveals. "What I love most about jewelry is that all of 
my previous art has found roots in places 
of pain and trauma, whereas jewelry 
comes from a place that embraces 

a higher beauty and happiness." 
Bellefleurs greatest ambi- 
tion is to create work that pro- 
vides each client with a happily ever 
after that actually lasts ever after. “I always say 
that when I run into my clients at Whole Foods in three 
years, I want them to run up and hug те,” the jeweler 
moons. “I've played a small part in many beautiful love stories, 

and that means everything to me." 1 
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Denny Jacobson 
A Bright, Shining Light 


BY ASHLEY BERNING | PHOTO BY ASHLEY BERNING 


Denny Jacobson realized he was gay at a 
young age - five or six, he says - but in the 
1950s, that wasn't something people talked 
about. Despite having a supportive mother, he 
was assaulted multiple times as a child, later 
struggled with substance abuse, and witnessed 
is friends dying of AIDS while the president 
wouldn't even acknowledge the crisis. Some- 
ow, through these experiences, Denny has re- 
mained exceptionally positive, a firm believer 
in love and the goodness of humanity. Today 
you'll find him in the Stevens Square neighbor- 
ood, where he's lived for about fifteen years, 
doing his best to brighten everyone's day. 

Denny has been with his husband, Daniel 

ackson, for almost fifty years. “I met him in 
1973 when I was about 22," he says. "I had told 
my gay friends, ‘I’m tired of dating, I feel like а 
oe.' So they introduced me to Daniel. Within a 
minute of meeting him, I knew he was special. 
There were, like, little sparkles around him and 
was just overcome with 'Yes, this is the one.' I 
just knew it was him. 
"The first three times I met him, he didn't 
want me sexually — not that he wasn't inter- 
ested — but I made a point, and wanted to see 
ow he was going to react. So we kind of dated, 
ut I was still dating other people. After three 
or four years, I decided, ‘What are we doing? 
Here is the person, who when I was 22, before I 
met him, I had prayed to God [for].' I had said, 
eing religious, I want to meet someone who I 
can be with for the rest of my life. And it hap- 
pened! 

"So by the time I was 27, we had sealed our 
ove and relationship, and it just got better and 
etter. We could have been married in 1977 
when I finally realized the relationship was 
what it was going to be." Officially, Denny and 
Daniel were married in 2013. 

While they were falling in love in the seven- 
ties, Denny was also working on his own trau- 
ma healing. “In 1977 I went through a program 
— it was called Christopher Street, it was over 
on 22nd and Hennepin. It was a counseling 
place for gay people to go. Michael Roebuck 
was one of my counselors. They began talking 
about [AIDS]. They were saying gay men are 
dying in New York and Los Angeles, they're 
dropping dead. They called it the gay cancer. 
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By the early 1980s, Michael Roebuck [and sev- 
eral of my other friends] had all died of AIDS. 
It was really fast. Back then they didn't know 
what to do, so people were just dying. It was a 
very sad time." 

AIDS now, of course, is manageable with 
the proper treatments, and the stigma has 
lessened. We as a community lost so many of 
our elders during that time. When asked if he 
had any advice for young LGBTQ people today, 
Denny sighed and said, "I don't know. Just be 
careful, because things right now are crazy, 
and they could get worse for GLBTQ people. 
You can't solve the hatred, so I think you do 
need to be careful, but if you can be out and 
be open, that's the best thing to do. Just keep 
watching what's going on in the world. Because 


N | 
people can change our rights, people could do 
that really easily coming up. I want us to band 
together and be as supportive as we can, and 
I mean to everybody, not just GLBTQ, but to 
everybody. 

“I like being more positive, because the 
negative stuff can just drag you down. I always 
take those negative things and flick them up 
into the air, little boxes of icky stuff, just flick 
them up there and say goodbye. The one thing 
God's son says is, ‘love one another аз I have 
loved you. Yeshua never said who! He just 
says to love one another - so that's everybody. 
That's how I look at it." 

Wise words to live by. 

Thank you, Denny, for being who you are, 
and for helping us do the same. 1 


Senior Airman 
AMANDA GARCIA-RIVERA 
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A Dream Deferred 


Captain Nic Wiswell 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON 


We don't deserve the kindness and service 
of Captain Nic Wiswell of the Minnesota 
National Guard. She believes, "If you want 
somebody to get on your side and understand 
where you're coming from, then you have to 
go to them first." To understand the intensity 
of CPT Wiswell's resilience and unrelenting 
need to serve with civic engagement, you have 
to understand the patience it took to make a 
dream finally come true. 

CPT Wiswell was born in a military hospital 
in Hawaii and grew up in a military family. Her 
father was a pediatrician in the army for 25 
years. "It was great growing up," CPT Wiswell 
says, "there was always the sense of something 
outside of yourself and a sense of curiosity. 
Every place we went there was diversity in 
backgrounds and nationalities. That was 
something that from a very young age I was 
lucky enough to see." 

She always wanted to join the military 
and "feels very strongly that one gender, one 
political party, one demographic, should not 
have a monopoly on patriotism or military 
service." However when Don't Ask Don't Tell 
was enacted it put a damper on her dreams. Her 
dream was deferred for 15 painstaking years 
until she enlisted the day after it was repealed. 
She chose the midwest as her adoptive home as 
one of the areas of the country she hadn't lived 
in yet and began her military career. Although 
there were a few bumps after the repeal, “Гуе 
always felt very supported by my leaders and 
had great mentors. There's never been a time 
where I felt excluded." 

The appreciation for differences was 
instilled at a young age for CPT Wiswell so it's 
no wonder that after 10 years of service she 
is energized with passion. Passion for a sense 
of community among those that wear the 
same uniform, because, “we are not uniform, 
there is strength in all our differences and 
we need to leverage that." She is happy to 
report that there is now more awareness that 
the force only gets stronger though diverse 
perspectives. 

“We have some people that come in because 
they want money for college, some people 
who have a family history, and we have some 
people who want to be part of something 
greater. None of those is more important than 
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any other reason," says CPT Wiswell. Those 
perspectives she is all too familiar with as the 
Company Commander for HHC/334th Brigade 
Engineer Battalion and as MN NG Special 
Emphasis Program Manager in the State 
Office of Diversity and Inclusion. Positions that 
top off her impressive resume, supervising 
over a hundred soldiers and working with MN 
National Guard partners to promote inclusion. 
“If we all are thinking along the same lines and 
have the same background, we don't get a lot of 
innovation that way." 

She has learned that perception, visibility, 
and representation, are such important things. 
She reminds us to stay resilient, “Keep trying, 
keep pushing, I had a long period of time where 
Ithought I wasn't going to be able to serve my 
country in this way, and just continuing to try, 
continuing to look for opportunities," finally 
made her dream a reality. She couldn't have 
gotten to where she is without the benefit of her 


relationships and advocating for mentorship. 
Finding those with wisdom to learn from and 
then passing it down. She is grateful for all 
the supportive mentors she has had and and 
proudly reports that the MN National Guard 
is pushing its leaders to find and mentor 
individuals who are different from them. “How 
can you lead somebody you don't know?", CPT 
Wiswell asks. "Keep looking out for mentors, 
because they are there." 

She is an inspiration to silence your self 
doubt, "Let somebody else tell you no. Don't 
limit yourself, try and reach out for that new 
idea, and let people know what you're thinking. 
If it's something that can't happen or has 
to be reworked, let somebody else tell you 
that rather than being self limiting." For her 
resilience, the representation she provides, 
and the relationships she has fostered, not a 
more genuine thank you for your service could 
be said. E 
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Tank Weekend 


A Celebration 
of Leather and 
Kink Expression 


BY STEVE LENIUS | PHOTOS BY ANDREW BERTKE/EVERETT 
ALLEN PHOTOGRAPHY 


For many years The Saloon has welcomed the leather/BDSM/fetish 

communities to occasional "Tank" parties (lately the third Friday of 
each month). However, during the weekend of Friday through Sunday, 
February 18-20, the leather and kink communities took over the entirety 
of The Saloon during "Tank Weekend,” a weekend-long celebration of 
leather and kink expression. Tank Weekend was sponsored by Twin 
Cities Leather and The Saloon, and was the first large local leather/ 
BDSM/fetish community event held in the Twin Cities in 2022. 
Tank Weekend took place during the weekend usually reserved for 
the Mr. Twin Cities Leather contest. The weekend's events included 
leather educational seminars, a community roundtable discussion, and 
two big-production shows Friday and Saturday evenings—but no contest. 
Well, no contest during Tank Weekend, anyway, but more about that later. 
According to Karri Plowman of Twin Cities Leather, Tank Weekend 
was envisioned as a way "to mark the last two years for anyone who feels 
comfortable coming out to hold space." Rather than a competition event, 
Tank Weekend was a chance for the community to do some celebrating, 
and perhaps some healing. A promotional video posted on Facebook 
proclaimed, "Tank Weekend is for celebrating and healing our diverse 
kink and leather community. You are wanted here. This is our space. Let's 
share it together. Because our community is for everyone. Not just ‘по 
matter who you are.' But because of who you are." 

The weekend started Friday evening with a special-edition kinky drag 
show featuring performers from HOT PINK, the Saloon's twice-weekly 
drag show featuring all genders and all body types. The drag show was 
followed by a Tank party, with leather/fetishwear dress code enforced. 

Saturday's events started out with a "Town Hall Gathering" and 
community roundtable discussion on Saturday afternoon. This was an 
opportunity for community members to vent, share, discuss, process, and 
hopefully start to heal by letting go of the challenges of the last few years. 
There was also discussion of how individuals, and Minnesota's leather/ 
kink communities, can move forward. 

Those attending the discussion were offered pens and brightly 
colored sheets of paper and were invited to write down things from the 
past two years that they wanted to let go. Because a bonfire or campfire 
would not be a good idea inside The Saloon, a paper shredding machine 
was at center stage. One by one, those who wanted to do so stood before 
the crowd, shared what they had written on their sheet of paper, and then 
fed the paper into the shredder as a way of leaving those things behind 
and moving forward. 

The community roundtable discussion was followed by two educational 
presentations, “The Art of Negotiation: A Refresher” and “OK, I've got Р 
them tied ир, now what?" Both sessions were presented by members of LE 
the Knights of Leather. 

Saturday night's "Leather, Laughs, and Lashes" show was a mixture of 
performances by drag artists and by past Minnesota leather titleholders: 
Emerson Kellogg, Mr. Twin Cities Leather (TCL) 2016; Kurt Patton, Mr. 
TCL 2019; Ren Rushold, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2015; Lex Patton, Mr. 
TCL 2015; and Ash, the current Mr. TCL 2020. The show was followed by 
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the second Tank party of the weekend. 

The weekend's final events were a Sunday 
brunch, in keeping with the tradition set by 
the Mr. TCL contest, and The Saloon's Sunday- 
evening shower contest. 

Bootblacks were available at Tank Weekend 
events both Friday night (Sage Leigh) and 
Saturday (Bootblack Paul). A leather/fetish 
dress code was enforced for the two Tank 
parties, and masks and vaccinations were 
required for all the weekend's events. 

Clubs with members attending Tank 
Weekend events included Atons of Minneapolis, 
Knights of Leather, Twin Cities T Rexx, Twin 
Cities Sirens, and Twin Cities Spectrum. In 
addition, Tank Weekend attracted some out-of- 
town visitors, including some visiting leather 
titleholders. 

An announcement was made on Saturday 
evening during the "Leather, Laughs, and 
Lashes" show that the Mr. TCL contest, which 
traditionally has been held in mid-February, 
in the future will be held during the fourth 
weekend in September (when the weather is 
better). That means the next Mr. TCL contest 
will be held the weekend of Sept. 23-25, 
2022. That's the weekend after the Atons of 
Minneapolis hold their 50th-anniversary run 
(Sept. 16-18). Out-of-towners might want to plan 
an extended trip to the Twin Cities at that time 
to experience both events. Ш 
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MANIFESTO 
George M. Johnson 
Farrar Straus Giroux 
$17.99 


SCIENTIST: E. O. WILSON: A LIFE IN 


SCIENTIST NATURE 
«3 son vente NATURE 
Doubleday 

$30 


RICHARD RHODES 


ALL BOYS AREN'T BLUE: A MEMOIR 


Johnson's "Manifesto" is more a guide for young, Black, 
gay males navigating the turbulent waters of American soci- 
ety. Board of education book-banners may balk at the sassy 
cover art, but Johnson’s personal essays simply map his 
growing up black and queer in New Jersey and Virginia. De- 
spite the sometimes dangerous path confronting the young 
Johnson, he was fortunate in having had a loving family; 
brothers, cousins, matriarch Nanny and uncles, aunts, cous- 
ins-including the transgender Hope. Yes, there is "language" 
yes, there is explicit material, but presented as information 
needed for the reader to know to show by personal experi- 
ence that the only way to live is to be oneself, that the best 
way to do that is to acquire tools to achieve their personhood. 


From boyhood onward, Edward Osborne Wilson (1929- 
2021) was a naturalist. One eye blinded in a fishing accident, 
the boy began to concentrate on creatures small enough to 
hold close for examination: ants. At thirteen, he was the first 
to recognize the invasion of fire ants in his native Alabama. 
He not only became the foremost myrmecologist, but a great 
synthesizer, writing about the relation within and between 
species, eventually moving on to become a Harvard profes- 
sor and ecological activist in an effort to save Earth’s ecosys- 
tems and creatures now becoming extinct at the rate of a spe- 
cies a day. Prominent among his thirty books (and some 500 
articles) are the 1977 Sociobiology: The New Synthesis, and 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning On Human Nature and The Ants. 


Ar 


DREAM OF THE DIVIDED FIELD 

Yanyi 

One World 

$16 

Currently poetry editor at Foundry, author of The Year 
of Blue Water, and winner of the 2018 Yale Series of Younger 
Poets Prize, Yani, in this poetry collection explores the body 
as one of many homes we have entered and left before, yet 
never lost or discarded. Human lives are stages in an ongo- 
ing liminality that never deserts us and ceaselessly offers 
polarities of joy and suffering, love and loneliness, ever seek- 
ing the solace of home. Memory is the bark for these never- 
ending voyages, both for what is behind, and what lies ahead. 
Past, present, future meld. A fragment from “Landscape with 
a Hundred Turns:” “When you turned into a hundred rooms, / 
I returned each month as a door / that opened only one.” 


LAWN BOY 

Jonathan Evison 

Algonquin 

$26.95 

When 20-something yard-worker Mike Muñoz is fired 
after refusing to pick up a client's St. Bernard's excrement, 
he's back home in his mother's double-wide caring for his 
disabled older sibling. He loves landscaping, dreams of writ- 
ing the "Great American Landscaping" novel, and wants a 
girlfriend. Maybe a boyfriend? What happened to the Ameri- 
can Dream? Can it be dreamed by one and all? Even by a 
half. Mexican member of the working poor? A talented land- 
scaper and topiarist, Mike's unacknowledged except by a few 
whiter, richer con artists attempting to use him for their own 
purposes;"... you don't look too Mexican, that's the impor- 
tant thing." Mike takes solace in the library, in reading, and 
finds а worthy friend. Evison's semi-autobiographical fifth 
novel bursts with anger, humor, and hope. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertisingelavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of alll sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

15 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental пе) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AlDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 

run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into а 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., $1. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info&ordway.orgwww.ordway.org. 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tegme.org 

www.icgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(851) 571-2444 
wwwstillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www. plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11-24 with 
healthcare, mental health services 
& basic needs services for youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 
admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 
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THE NETWORK 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


- Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2252) 


Estimates 7ат-4:30рт All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
EMPLOYMENT 


Account Executive. Lavender Media is 
seeking to add a Twin Cities-based "Account 
Executive" to our sales team. We are looking 
for an outgoing, organized, self-driven & 
motivated professional with excellent phone, 
writing and presentation skils. Candidates 
should enjoy working directly with clients 
who are interested in growing their business 
through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. This 
is a full-time position that includes base pay 
+ commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, 
life insurance and LTD. Please send your cover 
letter and resume to stephen.rocheford@ 
lavendermagazine.com 


Your sexual concern rw 
doesn't need to be a problem. > 4 


The stigma stops here. KO 


CENTRE FOR 
e a 


SEXUAL WELLNESS. 
612-208-7704 $) 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 7 


HOME SERVICES 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
BI-WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


‘SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


GUN SHOPS 


L 


REBEINEBAIEHEIFEIe Без BAMBAN HUdsSn - Fargo 


BILLSGSCOM 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


ig " = 
T'S TR S 
CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


Residential & Commercial Services. 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming • Chipping = Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage + Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepte 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Serving you for over 100 years! SSSINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured. 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


REAL ESTATE 


coLDwi 
REALTY 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 


612.827.9537 
TheNancyWalkerTeam.com, 


LAUNERT 


612-802-2527 * malindalaunert.com 
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Racing Pride Expands 
to North America 


BY RANDY STERN 


PRIDE 


Auto racing is not exactly the “final frontier” 
when it comes to bridging its athletes with the 
LGBTQ community. 

Recently, there was some news of some 
race drivers and other motorsport athletes who 
have come out as LGBTQ. These bits of news 
have brought us to the point where there is 
now a place where everyone can support each 
other. Not just professional racing athletes, but 
all of us. 

That lead to the formation of an organiza- 
tion called Racing Pride. Earlier this year, the 
organization announced that they have expand- 
ed to North America. As part of this expansion, 
Racing Pride's organizers also announced a 
lineup of ambassadors and partners to help 
promote and create a community in the U.S.A. 
and Canada. 

Racing Pride began in the United Kingdom 
in 2019 “to create visible role-models and sup- 
port for the [LGBTQ] community within the 
sport, as well as to offer education around al- 
lyship,” according to their website. The orga- 
nization has grown to welcome key partners, 
such as the Aston Martin Cognizant Formula 
One team. 

“I am extremely excited that Racing Pride 
has been able to launch in North America,” 
says Dr. Richard Morris, the Co-Founder and 
Director of Partner Relations at Racing Pride. 
“We have a magnificent group of ambassadors 
spanning NASCAR, drift, drag and road racing, 
as well as some brilliant and enthusiastic part- 
ners, and so far the reception has been over- 
whelmingly positive. 

“I don’t underestimate the scale of the work 
ahead if we're to have the impact we want to," 
continues Morris, “but I hope that this launch 
and the actions we're going to take across this 
year and beyond will inspire members of the 
[LGBTQ] community in North America to be- 
lieve that they can, and do, belong in motors- 
ports." 

With its expansion into North America, 
Racing Pride have added similar organizations, 
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such as Athlete Ally and You Can Play to their 
partnership roster. Both organizations serve a 
similar function in bridging LGBTQ athletes 
across professional and amateur sports to the 
community. 

Other global partners include FCPEuro, 
Gridlife, the British Racing & Sports Car Club, 
the 750 Club, British Automobile Racing Club, 
Out Motorsports, Brooklands Museum, Brit- 
ish Universities Karting Championship, Sports 
Media LGBT+, Formula Student, Navigate 
Partners, and Vroom Media. 

This organization already has a field of am- 
bassadors in North America representing vari- 
ous forms of motorsports. In North America, 
those ambassadors include NHRA racer Travis 
Shumake, touring car racer Tom O'Gorman, 
NASCAR racer Devon Rouse, ARCA racer Zach 
Herrin, and stunt driver/drift racer Zandara 
Kennedy. 

In the United Kingdom, Racing Pride has al- 
ready participated in several shows and events, 
where their ambassadors have either spoken 
or made appearances on the organization's be- 
half. 

“I thought I was the only gay race car driv- 
er,” says Shumake, “and now I know there's а 
lot more. And I know that there's the opportu- 
nity to create space for other drivers to be com- 
fortable, or to either join the sport or be more 
comfortable being themselves and authentic." 

Shumake continues: "But certainly has 


been a tenfold increase for me in the past 
year of at least knowledge. And, I think that's 
what's so important of representation is hav- 
ing a platform and a voice like we're getting 
with Racing Pride to let people see us as a 
group, as not just a one-off anomaly in our 
particular sport." 

For other Racing Pride Ambassadors, it is 
an opportunity to become beacons for our com- 
munity across many platforms. "Being a Racing 
Pride ambassador is huge," says O'Gorman. “I 
began racing before I came out. Racing was an 
instrumental piece of the puzzle to me becom- 
ing who I am, and there's no way I'm the only 
one with that experience." 

O'Gorman continues: “If I can be a refer- 
ence point for someone else to feel as empow- 
ered and safe as I have within motorsports— 
or any less-traditionally LGBTQ+ industry/ 
community, for that matter—then I've paid it 
forward and done my job. Гуе wanted to do 
something like this for many years now but 
was never sure how to make an impact doing it 
on my own. Having an organization like Racing 
Pride, and as a byproduct their partners, etc., 
to help amplify the impact we can make is very 
exciting." 

We look forward to seeing what comes next 
for Racing Pride here in the U.S.A. If you're a 
fan of auto racing, go support these athletes! 
Follow their social media channels. You might 
want to catch them in action on the track! 1 
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